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Editor’s
Comment

South Downs Living is now 
one year old. Over the year it
has really improved – thanks 
to the contributors. However, I
must mention all the advertisers,
without them this magazine
would not be possible. Please
support them all.

June sees the start of local
summer fairs and fetes. We
have an interesting page on 
the history of Ditchling and 
St Lawrence Fairs. I’ll definitely
take my grandsons to these two
wonderful events.

Our front cover shows 
St John the Baptist Church,
Clayton, which is almost 1,000
years old – built more than nine
centuries ago. Robert Pinnock
tells all about its history on
page 12.

We have received several
emails from readers saying how
much they enjoy Les Campbell’s
walks. On page 16 Les takes us
on a two hour circular walk
from Hurstpierpoint.

I found the article on
Belmont School very interesting.
This boys’ preparatory boarding
school was founded in 1904,
moved to Hassocks in 1920 
and closed in 1972. Some of
you may recognise one or two
boys in the photographs. 

The advertising/copy deadline
for the July issue is 7th June.

STOP PRESS: 
excerpt from letter from the
Chairman of Hassocks PC 
Mackie Avenue
Mid-Sussex District Council’s
South Area Planning Committee
unanimously rejected both
applications for the proposed
development of the land West 
of Mackie Avenue in May. The
refusals were based on the lack
of essential infrastructure neces-
sary to support the development,
which include sewage, water,
transport, education, and health.

Connie Booth
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4-5 letters / events 
What’s On – Ditchling, Keymer, Burgess Hill, Hassocks;
Hassocks residents support Station Rebuild Campaign – 
a public exhibition in the Hassocks Parish Council reception
area; Oldland Mill Trust to host a concert at Danny – to raise
funds for the reconstruction of this 300-year-old mill

6-8 home & garden
Weeds and pests under control – gardening advice from
Chris Clennett; Designed to your taste – what do you want
from your garden?; Garden pond – look after your fish;
Chair caning – a seating method that has stood the test of time

10-16 community / book review
Celebrate Ditchling Fair – the history of this exciting fair;
Dancing in the streets – all about St Lawrence Fair in
Hurstpierpoint; What’s on in Hurstpierpoint; A Saxon Gem 
at the foot of the Downs – Robert Pinnock tells us about the
history of St John the Baptist church in Clayton; Ditchling
Old Meeting House – Ditchling Unitarians have created a
memorial garden; Book Review – ‘A Short History of Tractors
in Ukrainian’; Horses for courses – ‘Millstone Studio’, an art
and craft workshop at Cobbs Mill in Sayers Common; 
A Low Weald walk – a circular walk from Hurstpierpoint

18 pets corner
Fun, Fur and Frolics – RSPCA open day extravaganza!; 
Dog of the month – could you offer Woody a good home?

20 kids zone
June Calendar – SNAP Live! (an event for young people
under 18) and Children’s craft day at Hurstpierpoint; 
School Proms 2006 – photographs of Downland School
pupils; Downlands new sports complex

22-24 food & drink
So, what do you eat? – Jane Standing has more advice on
how to eat a healthy diet

26 opinion
You never miss your water – Sandy Peters returns with an
amusing article on his local water authority

28-30 health & beauty
Banishing acne – Dr Hallam gives some very good advice
on how to deal with acne

30 history
Hidden scars and happy memories… Down Belmont Lane –
Dale Vargas writes about this boys’ preparatory school,
founded in 1904

33 relax! / vacancies / classifieds
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