
TICKET 
OFFER

for Plumpton Races
see page 19

for details

I’m proud 
to call her 
my sister. 
Brenda Pearce 
presented 
with special 
Courage 
Award.

p.34

Racing at PlumptonRacing at Plumpton

It’s behind you!
Panto time in DitchlingPanto time in Ditchling 

and Hurstpierpointand Hurstpierpoint

p.38

Dinner for two at Wickwoods 
in The Ivory Restaurant, and a 

night in the 
Honeymoon 
Suite,
followed by 
a fantastic
breakfast.

p.20

Challenge fi t for a Duke.
Downlands School and The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.

Beautiful birch.
Five Birch 
Himalayan 
trees were 
planted in 
Keymer Road, 
Hassocks, in 
December.

p.4NEWS PERSONA

Wolstonbury HillWolstonbury Hill
Standing out in a crowdStanding out in a crowd 

          COMPETITION

Why choose to avoidWhy choose to avoid

cow’s milk?
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World’s fastest racket sport. 
Hassocks Badminton Club was 
formed over 30 years ago.

p.26

Christmas servicesChristmas services
in local churchesin local churches 

Magic is just 
around the corner

p.29

Let’s Dance!
Lucy-Anne 
Waddell 
presented 
with the Dick 
Hall Cup for 
‘Pupil of the 
Year’ 2006.

HISTORY p.24

Rebuilding
of Keymer 
Church.
The many 
changes of 
St Cosmas 
and St Damian 
Church.

Victorian 
Christmas 
Shopping.
An all-day 
shoping event 
in Hurst on 
Saturday 
9th December.

p.6EVENTS SPORT

Jimmy HillJimmy Hill
to light up Hassocksto light up Hassocks 

Christmas
Special

Festive
High Streets

KIDS ZONE
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Regeneration 
of a mill. 
After 40 years, 
Cobbs Mill 
in Sayers 
Common is 
fi nally back to 
work.

p.24

The Big DrawThe Big Draw
Hassocks Infant School joins inHassocks Infant School joins in 

Firework displays
At Poynings and Hurst

p.30

A recipe 
for success.
Local lady 
chosen as one 
of fi ve fi nalists 
in Jane Asher’s 
National Cake 
Competition.

FOOD & DRINKTHE STABLES p.23

When riding 
comes naturally.
If your child  
is around horses 
from an early 
age, riding will 
be a natural 
step up.

The yellow 
brick road.
Pupils at 
Downlands 
Community 
School to 
perform ’The 
Wizard of Oz’.

p.18KIDS ZONE FEATURE

Doyenne of cookeryDoyenne of cookery
Marguerite Patten talks for charityMarguerite Patten talks for charity 
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Editor’s
Comment

At the time of going to press, the 
weather has turned extremely 
cold. I hope it gets warmer in 
the next few weeks.
 I’d like to start this column 
by thanking James Barry for the 
picture on the front cover – 
 perfect for our Valentine’s issue.
 There are lots of events in 
February, with a wide choice of 
music. I’ve heard good reviews 
about ‘Friends & Neighbours’ 
and will defi nitely go along to 
their next show (p.8). The ‘Mad 
Cow Hustle’ (p.15) sounds like 
good fun – my friends and I look 
forward to dancing all night.
   Or perhaps you’d like to go 
along to the open days at 
Hassocks Parish Council offi ces 
and consider standing for 
election (p.14).  
 I am very grateful to the lady 
who informed me that Norman 
Hartnell and his family are 
buried in Clayton. Our writer 
and researcher, Alexandra 
Ayton, has written a brilliant 
article on Norman’s life (p.16).
 Our journalist, Jane Reed, 
went along to a performance 
by Shine Theatre Group (p.18). 
She was very impressed and has 
written a very interesting article 
about this inspirational group.
 Do you need some ideas on 
what to buy your loved one on 
Valentine’s Day? If so, have a 
look at pages 20-23.
 The team at South Downs 
Living would like to wish Canon 
John, Priest in charge of Streat 
Church and St Martin’s, a happy 
retirement. He will be 78 years 
old on 22nd February and this 
is the third time he has retired. 
I am sure you will enjoy reading 
his story on page 34.

Write to me or email me at: 
 editor@southdownsliving.com 
or telephone 01273 842550.

Remember our deadline 
is 7th February! 

Connie Booth

Roger Booth 
Studio Ltd is a 

member of 
the Periodical 

Publishers Association
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Our recent covers:

    4 valentine’s day
Happy Valentine’s! – how it all began; Invitation to Strictly 
Valentine’s Ball  – with the Berkeley Square Society Band 
and Herbie Flowers; Passion competition – raising money for 
Cancer Research 

 5-8 news / events / letters
Mini Harvey Nicks – a lively general store; A fi rst for Ditchling 
Unitarians – a Burns Night with a difference; Edward Grieg 
– his life in words and music; New Orleans Jazz and Supper 
Night – with the New City Jazzmen; At the movies – Ditchling 
and Hassocks; Local goods and services – two local 
 directories; It’s showtime! – with Friends and Neighbours 

 8-13 home & garden
Pembury House Garden – fl owers at their best; Winter fl owers 
in February – more garden advice from Chris Clennett; 
It’s like being at home – Dower Cottage in Clayton

 14 book review
Running with Scissors – memoirs by Augusten Burroughs

 14-15 community
 Make a difference – become a Parish Councillor; Ditchling 
Mummers – raised over £1,162; More than just a take-away 
– ‘Hassocks Kebabs & Pizzas’ shop; Mad Cow Hustle – dance 
to raise money for local schools

 16-17 feature
Norman Hartnell – couturier to the Queen and Royal Family

 18-19 kids zone
Young stars shine bright – all about Shine Theatre Group

 20-23 valentine’s day
Love in the villages – Valentine’s Day offers from local traders 

 25 ask the experts
Safeguard your property deal – property information pack

 27-28 in the frame
Stephen Woodward of Keymer Double Glazing

 28-30 food & drink
Eating for two? – a nutrient rich pregnancy

 30-31 pets corner
   Bringing your dog to heel – dog training classes

 32-33 health & beauty
   Is it just me, or is it hot in here? – natural alternatives to help 

hot fl ushes

 34-35 persona
  An intriguing journey – Canon John’s life story

 36-42 relax! / horoscope / what’s on  / the essential guide  

welcome!
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